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Main Street, Not Mainstream

By BARBARA KOH

AIN STREET is the metaphor-
ical raibroad track in Vanoou-
ver, British Columbia, dividing
its seedier east side from its
betmer-off west. Starting in
Shid Row, it squeezes through congest-
ied Chinntown, then uniolds past vacant
lois, the train station, warehouses, car
denlerships and burger drive-throughs.

Continue sowth a lew blocks, though,
and the thoroughfare pulls a Jekyll and
Hyde act, transfarming into a fashion-
forward, relaxed destination with a
Think Globally, Act Locally vibae,

The South Main area’s rise to hipdom
began about elght years ago, when de-
signers and artists moved in for the
cheap rent, replacing auto body shops,
imrigrant families, cormer grooeries
and junkyards. Some coffeshouses amnd
vintage-wear stores followed,

Mow Main between Broadway and
Hith Avenue is a hub of indie flalr, cre-
ative boutiques, galleries, antiques deal-
iers and restauranis, with the occasional
haold-out butcher shop or dentist’s office.
Mearly every block has a java joint;
only ane = a Starbucks.

Along Main Street are places like
Twigg & Hottie (Mo, 3671, at Zist Ave-
nue; GM-ETE-2505: werw twiggandhottie
£am}), which highlights clothes of bam-
B, hemp and S0y fabrics. 1% a show-
case for 50 Canadian THErE,

Mearby, Narcissist (No. 3659; 604-877-
1355; wwwnarcissist.com) has women's
classles, Hke crisp jackets and litthe
black auambers. The Narcissist's owner,
Sara Framcoewr, has created the ult-
mate dress: it can be worn elght ways
(185 Canadian dollars, or about 5175 at
L07 Conadian dollars to the United
States dollar),

South Mabw's gramde dame of vintage
is Burcu Angels (Mo, 2335, near
Broadway; 604-8M4-9773). Outside is s
Free Box of clothing up for grabs, Inside
is & tornado of totus, red velvel hats,
cowhiy boots and tamer garb.

Left-wing palitics is the Eshion state-
ment at Motherland (Mo, 2539; B04-576-
340e;  wwwmotherlandclothing.com),
where some T-shiris sport Marx and
Lenin, Soviet tractors and thick-mus-
cled comrades (25 Canadian dallars).
The jewelry, though, is mestly apolitical,
like brass pterodacty] earrings (24 dal-
lars) by an itinerant named Keith Long.

One-of-p-kind finds aren't only in
fashinn Regional Assembly of Test
(Mo 3934, pear 23rd Street; GM-877-
I47; woww.assemblyoftextcom) offers
A to Z in magnets, candles nnd patch-
work and lettersd ichotchkes.

Photos, sculptures and pottery by o=
cal artists are affordably priced at Ars

Off Main (216 East 28th Avenue; 604-
HT6-3TR5; wwwansoifmainca). Around
the corner ot Violtage (4346 Main Street;
GH-T0E-H214; wwwovoltageland.com),
an anarchist Toys “R" Us, the urban
tovs have attitudes (bears bear anms,
cherubs wear spiked armar), The Smor-
kin' Lahbit, a vinyl mustant rabbit, dan-
gles a cigarette (M Canadian dollars).

Noodles, bagels and coffechouse fare
are quick-blte options, but lots of South
Main cuisine is worth lingering owver.
Aurora BEre's presentalions are so
photogenke that you hate o shatber
them with your fork (2430 Main, at
Eighth Awenue; S04-873-8044; waw
Aaurorablstrooca). The Quesn Charlotte
halibut, for instance, is expertly roasted
and jarred up with vibrant carmot jus (X5
Canadian dallars).

Habit Lounge (Mo, 2610; 604-877-
E582; www.habitlounge.ca) glows with
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persimmon shades and autumnal décor,
and its carrot and brie pirogis (11 Cang-
dian dollars) and other small plates are
for sharing. Hefty pontions and peetrified
branches erupting from the walls are
Locus Cafe signatures (Mo, 4121, at King
Edward Avenue; 604-TOS4121; www
Jecusonmaim.eom).

Soame fear that Sowth Main™s ooal cre-
ativity could be its undoing. Developers
and big retailers will swoop in, predicts
Ehren Salazar, 38, an illustrator. Bents
will skymocket, he says, forcing out
small operations like Linle Mountain
Studios (195 East 26th Avenue; 604-529-
&1 www litlemountainstudios.ca), a
gallery he helped start in 2005, near his
childhood house.

“It could become the pew Robson
Sireet,” Vancouver's version of Filth
Avenue, Mr. Salazar said. “That’s not
pood for us independent artists™ [ ]



