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The written
word’s small,
strange space

B ART The Regional Assembly of

Text has installations in drawers and
even offers a club for letter-writing

BY CLINT BURNHAM

¢ll a Vancouver

artist that his or her

art is “vegional™ and

i -L'I}R:'nc_:ﬁaalm they'll
slug you, ional suggests
parachial, limited, provin-
cial. It connotes, aroand
here, hippy art, driftwood
sculpture, scaweed weav-
ings. But for the two women
wive ran al Assembly
of Tigxt, there can be no high-

er praise,
&-gimul.ﬁ.mnﬂﬂ}ruf'ﬁ'ﬂ
i a storefront on Main Street
[which may be the region
implied: neighbou L T
community) that oifers,
among other things, a
monthly letter-writing club,
an under-the-stalrs gallery
called “lowercase,” a collec-
tion of books small enough
1o fEt imbo coln pocket,

and probably the sweetest
collection of riters this
side of the Salvation Army.

Bebecea Dolen and
Brandy Fedoruk are two
Emily Carr gmds who decid-
ed, after runmnx book and
zine shows from their Hﬂm
ment, and selling their
silkscreen prints at craft
shows around town, to com-
solidate their efforts and
open a store. When you
enier B.AT. uﬁu feel as if
vou're golng back in time.
The store has been furnished
from government surplus
avctions and a school that
was belng torn down. So
bockers ane an the back, paint-
ed in the plessing olive drab
and grey of bygone times.
Behind the counter is an
impressive wall of steel
. drawers, some small enou

o hold business cards,
is what databases used to
b0k like, kids: drawers you
pulled out and looked for
something in.

Drawers, ::ubb}rhulns.
other fugitive spaces are
what the RAT. is all about.
Take its exhibition space,
the lowercase gallery. Refer-

B SUBTEXT

Regional Assembly of Text
3534 Main 58
Wi e mbly olte oo

ring to “small™ letters, the
term lowercase comes from
the times when typesetbers
wonld work off large boxes
niwldl:ﬂt letters, the cap-
itals in upper cases, and
Erlralll ONEs m_rL-:rwcr CASCS,
now it

show of work by ﬁ:ﬁn
ferro titled u.lhen [u.mmuﬂ!
{of course). These are
aswermblages of Letraset and

fabric on woodblocks.

When novelists in the
Soviet bloc wrote works that
they keew could not be pub-
lishsed, this was called “writ-
ing for the drawer™ At the
R.A.T., they have installa-
tions in drawers: artworks
like a buddha in a sea of
?acluup: foam. And in the
nt window is a Little
Book Club = for 350, onoe a
]'IH:IEIHI you :ilﬁ:qlﬂ:

141 tie
]11:: L;!; ings “To Dol
Cieder to Increaze Youwr Lovel

ﬂmﬂm‘.ﬂﬂwm-

qu..n-n i2 alll seeming a bit
twiee — did I bear Belle and
Sebastian on the stereo when
I wisited recently? — the
Reglonal Assembly of Text
hasz evidently 1:LIE|:¢:1 into
something. Thedr first letter-
writing club — complete
with typewriters, paper. and
stamps — attracted some 30
people. The place was

5 packed, according fo Dolen,

suggesting that in this age of
Instant Messaging and inter-
net rage, there may be a
niche for slowing down,
duing small thimges, and tak-
img more time with that let-
ter And guess what: Typists
don't get carpal tunnel syn-
droame.




